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Championing rule of law

and justice

The development agenda has gotten a bit
of aboostin the past month, with recom-
mitments and statements. In some sectors,
such as health, a number of high-level
events and declarations. Time will tell
how these will translate into action and
results, but there is optimism in the air.

Those results depend on multiple layers
of factors and sectors. We have brought
you a collection of articles from the Inter-
national Development Law Organization
(IDLO), who are celebrating their 40 years
of championing the rule of law and jus-
tice. With the overall breakdown in trust
in major institutions worldwide on therise,
the work done by IDLO is ever important
for security, stability, and development.
We also have a piece on progress made
by the parties to a protocol to eliminate
illicit trade in tobacco products, allowing
for improvements in global health, secu-
rity and government revenues. Don’t miss
these articles!

Other notable articles in this issue are
focused on artand travel in nearby regions
of Geneva or Switzerland. If you missed
the event or the season, plan ahead, you
could explore these with the advice of our
contributors next year.

I hope you enjoy this issue. m

Défendre I'état de droit

et la justice

Le programme de développement a regu
un certain élan au cours du mois dernier
avec des réengagements et des déclara-
tions. Dans certains secteurs, comme la
santé, un certain nombre d’événements
et déclarations de haut niveau. L'avenir
nous dira comment cela se traduira en
actions et en résultat, mais il y a de 'op-
timisme dans l'air.

Ces résultats dépendent de multiples
facteurs et secteurs. Nous vous propo-
sons une collection d’articles de 1'Or-
ganisation Internationale de Droit du
Développement (OIDD), qui célebre ses
40 ans de défense de I'Etat de droit et de
lajustice. Avec'augmentation de la perte
de confiance dans les grandes institu-
tions mondiales, le travail de I’OIDD est
toujours important pour la sécurité, la
stabilité et le développement.

Nous avons également un article sur
les progres réalisés par les parties a un
protocole visant a éliminer le commerce
illicite des produits du tabac, permettant
ainsi d’améliorer la santé mondiale, la
sécurité et les revenus gouvernementaux.
Ne manquez pas ces articles!

J'espere que vous apprécierez ce numéro. |
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CHARMANT 4 PIECES DANS RESIDENCE VILLAGEOISE

Au calme, dans immeuble de standing / Traversant/ Généreux et lumineux volumes /
91.70 m? habitables / 2 balcons / Hall d’entrée / Cuisine équipée et agencée / Joli
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polyvalent / Box fermé et 2/3 places de parkings extérieures.
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Bel ensoleillement / 6 chambres / 4 salles d’eau / A découvrir.

Réf. 35817
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Interview with Mark Cassayre'

The rule of law:
more Important now than ever

IDLO'’s representative to the UN speaks about ways
International Geneva can advance human rights, peace,
and development.

© Mark Cassayre, 2022

OIDD

i
Mark Cassayre, IDLO Permanent
Observer to the UN and other
international organizations in
Geneva.

Mark Cassayre is the Permanent Observer of
the International Development Law Organi-
zation (IDLO) to the United Nations and other
international organizationsin Geneva. He has
over 25 years of diplomatic experience. Prior
to joining IDLO, he served as the Deputy Per-
manent Representative of the United States to
the UN in Geneva and served as a U.S. diplo-
mat in Mozambique, Namibia, Ukraine, and
Kenya. An alumnus of the Geneva Graduate
Institute, Mr. Cassayre also holds degrees in
Political Science and French Literature from
the University of California, Santa Barbara.
NewSpecial interviewed Mr. Cassayre in
the context of IDLO’s double anniversary -
40 years since its founding and 10 years since
the establishment of its Permanent Delegation
to the UN in Geneva.

1. You have seen International Geneva under
many lights, first through your studies,
then as a U.S. diplomat and now as a
representative of an intergovernmental
organization. Is Geneva still relevant in
today’s complex world?

Absolutely. Seventy-five years ago, the post-

war world turned to multilateralism. Geneva’s

history of global norms setting, humanitarian
action, and international problem-solving
made it the ideal place for States to collabo-
rate. Today, climate change, inequality, global
conflicts, and nationally focused populism
are powerful centrifugal forces tugging at the
multilateral system and threatening peace,
stability, and development. Geneva’s concen-
tration of international organizations, skilled
diplomats, and engagement opportunities,
makes it the ideal place to solve today’s
problems. Geneva represents the aspiration
that, by working together, States can improve

people’s lives and tackle new challenges. We
need to reinvigorate that beliefin cooperation
by proving the value of the work we do here
and delivering tangible results for people. The
actors in Geneva are essential to making that
areality.

Geneva's concentration of
international organizations,
skilled diplomats, and
engagement opportunities,
makes it the ideal place to
solve today’s problems.

2. Whatwill it take for international Geneva
to have areal impact in overcoming these
challenges?

Motivated individuals change the world.
It’s not only Henry Dunant or Kofi Annan
that mark history. I have often witnessed
the impact that a driven international civil
servant, a very small national delegation, or
an NGO can have on international affairs. The
Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights, the International Health Regulations,
and otherrecentinitiatives began with anidea
and the tenacious optimism of a handful of
people who put the issues on the agenda,
made the effort to understand others’ posi-
tions, and then pushed their own and other
governments to agree. International Geneva is
atits bestwhen the actors here are able to step
out of the comfort zones of fixed speeches at
recurring meetings, focus on people’s needs,
and take necessaryrisks to find compromises
and collaborate.
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3.Where does IDLO fit into this picture?
Could you provide our readers with an

understanding of IDLO’s mission and your

role in Geneva?
IDLO is the only global intergovernmental
organization devoted exclusively to promoting
therule oflawto advance peace and sustainable
development. Created 40 years ago as a judi-
cial training institute, IDLO currently works
with countries in every region of the world to
strengthen justice institutions and enhance
people’s access to justice. We work with gov-
ernments and civil society actors alike, with
all legal systems across the justice chain and
related institutions, formal and informal, to help
build more peaceful, inclusive, and resilient
societies. IDLO’s mandate is particularly rele-
vantto face the challenges  mentioned earlier.
With our headquarters in Rome, the majority of
our staffwork from our nearly 20 country offices,

6 | newSpecial - October 2023

plus our offices in New York, The Hague, and
Geneva. We work in over 40 countries and part-
ner closely with UN agencies, not only through
our observer status at the UN, but also through
joint programming, research, and advocacy. My
role as IDLO’s Permanent Observer in Geneva
isto collaborate with the organizations, institu-
tions, and diplomatic partners here to advance
the rule of law around the world.

4. Whatis it about the “rule of law” that you
believe makes it so fundamental?
The rule of law is a powerful tool. It is essen-
tial for nearly every aspect of life. Peace and
security, human rights, health, trade, sus-
tainable development, climate mitigation,
anti-corruption and investment all require
the rule of law. This is because good inten-
tions are not accountability mechanisms for
governments or citizens. Laws, regulations,

Our partner countries have
specifically invested in the
rule of law because they
see the benefits in terms of
economic growth, stability, and
sustainable development.

and policies are. Genuine rule of law goes
deeper than laws on the books. It requires
inclusive decision-making, adherence to
international standards, fair implementation,
and a focus on solving people’s problems. It
responds to the needs of the most vulnera-
ble and treats all equally under the law. The
rule oflaw generates trust in institutions and
governance. Itis a cornerstone of peace and
prosperity.

The rule of law generates trust

in institutions and governance.

It is a cornerstone of peace and
prosperity.
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Mark Cassayre with Ambassador Cleopa Kilonzo Mailu,
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kenya to
the UN and other international organizations in Geneva.

5.Butisn’t the rule oflaw under threat? What
can be done to address failing institutions,
political instability, discrimination, and
waning trust in governance that you
mention?

The rule of law is under threat in many

places. Inequality, discrimination, repres-

sion, and disregard for the law undermine

people’s rights and undercut development.

Governments, international bodies, civil
society, and everyday citizens must defend
the concept of the rule of law and continue to
strengthen institutions, as agreed in SDG 16.
Political will and investment at the national
and international levels are a must. Although
exact numbers are hard to come by, it is esti-
mated that less than two percent of overseas
development assistance went to justice fund-
ing. At the national level, investment levels
vary widely. Yet, people rely on the rule of
law for solutions. The advantage of looking at
governance through the lens of the rule of law
is that it has such positive benefits, not only
for accountability and enforcement, but for
economic growth, human rights, peace, and
stability. Our partner countries have specifi-
callyinvested in the rule of law because they
see the benefits in terms of economic growth,
stability, and sustainable development.

6. What specific initiatives or projects does
IDLO propose to address these challenges,
and how can others collaborate with your
mission?

IDLO has a toolbox that States and civil soci-

ety can use. We regularly support countries’

efforts to improve justice service delivery,
be it through enhanced capacity building,

strengthened legal frameworks, and improved
accessibility. To cite a few examples, IDLO’s
model for judicial oversight assists govern-
ments to curb corruption in the judiciary. Our
pro bono legal support for LDCs enhances
investment and helps resolve international
commercial disputes. IDLO has done inno-
vative work to improve the standards used
by customary and informal justice systems.
Working with WHO, we support countries’
efforts to combat non-communicable diseases
and respond to health emergencies. We work
atthe nexus of climate and gender to advance
women’s participation in decision-making
and responses, and our legal reviews are
empowering governments and communities
to roll-back laws that discriminate against
women.

I'would be happy to explore opportunities to
collaborate with potential partners in Geneva.
I'am only a phone call away. I also invite part-
ners in Geneva to join our anniversary events
in October and November, where they can
contribute to discussions about how the rule
oflaw can promote human rights, peace, and
sustainable development. ®

1 Mark Cassayreis the IDLO Permanent Observer to the UN and
other international organizationsin Geneva.
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The third act

From Winka to Katripache

Thisis a story told in three acts.
| don't know how the third act will end.

ERIC STENER CARLSON,
UN SOCIETY OF WRITERS

Act 1

During my career, I've had the
privilege of working with indig-
enous persons from around the
world. There’s something so com-
pelling about the richness of their
(many and diverse) cultures and
languages and ways of looking at
the world - and stories. Perhaps,
because I'm an author, I like their
stories most of all, because they
tell us about creation, about where
we came from.

One of my favourite experiences
was collaborating with the Map-
uche people in Chile, promoting
the rights of persons living with
HIV, and the rights of LGBT per-
sons in their communities. They
have a beautiful term, epupillan,
which is a person with “two
spirits”, a bridge between the
masculine and feminine - with
spiritin the sense of otherworldly,
transcendent.

Working together, we developed
educational materials in their
language, Mapudungun, we held
consultations with government
officials, we had dialogues with
workers and employers. We'd
meet in rukas, communal and
ceremonial houses made of wood,
with a firepit in the middle of the
floor. We'd sitin a circle, and the
men would wear trarilonkos, tra-
ditional headbands. They gave me
one to wear in these meetings, a
beautiful green-and-white wool
band with geometric patterns,
which I still cherish.

8 | newSpecial - October 2023

Some of my mapuche colleagues,
half-jokingly, would call me
“winka” which is, essentially,
a non-Mapuche, an outsider.
That was certainly the case. I
did come from outside. I did not
pretend (nor do I now) to be an
expert on Mapuche culture. I
was merely there to facilitate the
work they wanted to do, to under-
take the actions they decided on,
for the benefit of their commu-
nities. So, I accepted my role as
winka.

Later, Ilearned that winka also has
anegative connotation - it means
invader, liar, thief. (It’s a reference
to the European conquistadores
and colonists who murdered their
people and stole theirland.) AsI'll
explain in a moment, the word’s
not too far off the mark.

But please have patience, while
we move to the second act; this
takes us from South America to
North America, and we also go
farther back in time. It all starts
with one sentence.

Act 2

“The Sioux Chief, Sitting Bull, used
to camp near our family farm in
South Dakota.”

That’s a phrase [ heard many times
growing up. It’s part of my family’s
folklore. You see, my ancestors
on my father’s side migrated to
the United States from Norway in
the late 1800s. They first arrived
in Minnesota, near the border of
Canada. Then they moved west
and south, finally settling in South
Dakota.

My family’s story is a typical
immigrant story, I suppose. Poor
farmers came to a foreign country,
without speaking the language.
They cleared land, tore great rocks
out of the earth, dug wells, tamed
horses, drove cattle. They built
towns and schools. They suffered,
too, from insects, disease and wild
animals. They were looked down
upon by the English-speakers.
They gave up their language to
assimilate. They were poor at first.
Some went hungry, some died,
but they finally prevailed.

My father was the first genera-
tion born in the States - the first
to leave the farm, the first to go
to university. Thanks to this, I
didn’t have to farm the fields.
But because of the values of the

farm - hard work and independ-
ence and family - I went on to
geta B.A,, an M.A., a Ph.D. and
a Fulbright Scholarship. Four
generations before, we’d come
off the boat, landless and poor.
Now I have a good job, I'm never
hungry, I travel the world.

And that land in South Dakota
was a big part of this. It helped
establish my family, gave usroots,
set us upon a path to success.

The only problem is the land
wasn’t ours.

I don’t know, exactly, how my
ancestors obtained the land, but
it was probably one of two ways.
According to the South Dakota
State Historical Society, they’d



either have to live on it for five
years and make improvements -
in that case, they’d get it for free.
Otherwise, they’d pay $1.25 an
acre.! Either way, it was a steal.

This was thanks to the Dawes
Act of 1887. With that legislation,
the U.S. Government broke into
allotments land where Native
Americans had lived for gener-
ations - and they didn’t get the
best of it. As the U.S. National
Archives note,

“The land allotted to individuals
included desert or near-desert
lands unsuitable for farming.
In addition, the techniques of
self-sufficient farming were much
different from their tribal way of
life. Many did not want to take
up agriculture, and those who did
want to farm could not afford the
tools, animals, seed, and other
supplies necessary to get started.”?

Essentially, the Dawes Act “gave”
Native Americans a fragment of
the land that was already theirs.
The rest of the land was made
available to settlers, such as my
ancestors - and to miners, as there
was a gold rush in the Black Hills
of South Dakota that the Native
Americans consider sacred land.®

This was the continuation, by
other means, of a policy started
over fifty years before. Back in
1830, Congress passed the Indian
Removal Act, forcibly removing
Native Americans west of the
Mississippiriver - sometimes at
gunpoint, sometimes after being
putin chains. This resulted in the
infamous “Trail of Tears”, where
tens of thousands of indigenous
people were sent on a forced

march across the country, and
thousands died. The Dawes Act
was another nail in the coffin.

In other words, whether know-
ingly or unknowingly, my ances-
tors participated in the winka
expansion west, benefitting from
the suffering and homelessness of
others. And, because I also bene-
fitted, that makes me winka, too.

Act 3

F. Scott Fitzgerald once said,
“There are no second acts in
American Lives”, let alone third
acts. Yet here I am, at the start of
my third act. [ know my ancestors’
past. I know my present. How do
I fit them together into the story
of my own life?

Most importantly, if my success
in life can somehow be traced
back to that stolen land, if it comes
back to that one, original sin, is
everything undone? Does all the
hard work, struggles and aspi-
rations of my ancestors come to
nothing, because the land was not
theirs, the trees were not theirs,
the water was not theirs?

Will I forever be winka?

AllIcan say is that Act 3 is about
hope. I hope there’s a way out, and
it comes in the form of another
word in Mapudungun: katripache.
Ithas no negative weight. It merely
means someone from outside. I
aspire to that word. I aspire to be
justmyself, an outsider, a stranger,
not a participant in the history
of oppression - just a colleague,
justafriend.

So, what would it take for me
to transition from winka to

katripache? Others have asked
this same question. There’s one
answer I recentlyread in a news-
paper article from two Chilean
anthropologists that I rather like:
“A katripache knows how to
greet people, they always have
something to offer an outsider
when they’re in their land, even
ifit’s just a glass of water. A katri-
pache... gets their hands dirty
with the sheep, and cuts firewood
with an ax. Or atleast tries to. A
katripache takes time to listen
and doesn’t go ‘busy’ through
life, like the winka. A katripache
isn'tinterested in taking anything
from the persons they meet, and
they can also bring news and
information from one place to
another, like a bird.”

From this description, it seems
to me that being a katripache has
three main elements: solidarity
(the act of giving a glass of water),
action (cutting firewood) and tell-
ing the story (bringing news from
one place to another).

I have tried solidarity and action,
and I will continue down that
path. But I haven’t written the
story, or, rather, I haven’t rewrit-
tenityet. So, here is my attempt:

The Sioux Chief, Sitting Bull, did
not used to camp near our fam-
ily farm in South Dakota. Yes, the
three elements are correct - Sitting
Bull was there, and so were my
ancestors, and so was the land. But
it was never “ours”. The complete
story of what happened was that
the government forcibly removed
the Native Americans who had
lived on that land. (Sitting Bull
himself was imprisoned, placed
on areservation, and killed.®) They

stole the land and then gave it to us
Jor “free”. But that free land comes
with a heavy price. Part of that
price is that I must tell this story,
I must recognize that everything
happens all at once, that there is
good and evil swirled together, that
I am a result of that. No matter
the nobility of the immigrant
experience - for there is nobility
in leaving everything you have
behind, in starting a new life,
in learning a new language, in
building and farming, and cre-
ating - my ancestors benefitted
from a system of oppression, and I
continue to benefit from the echoes
of that oppression that reverberate
through time. I can change noth-
ing that happened up until this
very moment. But I can change
everything that happens from this
moment on.

Iarrived upon this stage as winka.
I now choose to start learning
my new role of katripache. As 1
wrote above, I don’t know how
it will end. But this is the story
I will tell my children and my
grandchildren. This is not all I
can do, but it is the beginning
of my Third Act. m

1 https://history.sd.gov/museum/docs/
Homesteading.pdf

2 https://www.archives.gov/milestone-
documents/dawes-act

3 https://history.sd.gov/museum/docs/
Homesteading.pdf (page 4)

4 My translation from the Spanish of: Marcelo
Gonzalez and Cristobal Bonelli,"s Winka o
katripache? Consejos practicos paraun
Chile noracista”, El Mostrador (10 January
2023) https://www.elmostrador.cl/noticias/
opinion/2013/01/10/winka-o-katripache-
consejos-practicos-para-un-chile-no-
racista/

5 https://www.unhcr.org/ceu/9507-sitting-bull-
tatanka-yotanka.html
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'Restaurant clu Creux-cle-Gentlﬁocl

CUISINE GOURMANDE NON STOP 12h - 22h
Ouvert 7/7 - «CHASSE et PECHEN d'octobre a novembre - Menu 3 plats a56.-
Votre restaurant au bord du lac - Tel. +u1(0)22 770 10 06 - www.creuchegentlnocJ.com
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Building trust

Anti-corruption initiatives
can improve people’s faith
INn public Institutions

The UN Secretary-General's report Our Common Agenda, notes the overall
breakdown in trust in major institutions worldwide, with consequences for

security, stability, and development.
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ANDREW BWIRE BULUMA, IDLO
CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVISOR

This trust deficit stems in part
from institutions’ real and per-
ceived failures to deliver fairly,
transparently and inclusively.
People’s experiences of ine-
quality and corruption are key
factors. Rebuilding trust and
reviving the social contract
requires accelerated action to
tackle corruption.

Atthe International Development
Law Organization (IDLO), we have
learned that confronting corrup-
tion requires a comprehensive
approach with the rule oflaw at its
centre. With many governments
making genuine efforts to tackle
corruption and promote transpar-
ency, accountability, and integ-
rity in public institutions, IDLO
is committed to supporting these
endeavours. We do so by assisting
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Immigration Service officer in Liberia.

States to strengthen legal frame-
works; reinforce institutional and
professional capacities to prevent,
investigate, prosecute, and adju-
dicate corruption offences; and
conduct asset recovery.

IDLO’s partnerships in many
regions of the world offer prom-
ising examples of how States
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can leverage the rule of law to
enhance anti-corruption efforts
that rebuild trust and improve
people’s interactions with the
institutions of governance.

Prevention
Often, the aspects of the insti-

tutions requiring assistance are
those hidden from view: the legal
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frameworks, the organizational
architecture, and sound models
that underpin prevention.

IDLO partnered with Kenya’s
Ethics and Anti-Corruption Com-
mission to develop the National
Ethics and Anti-Corruption Pol-
icy. Launched in 2020 and cur-
rently in use, the policy offers an

integrated framework to address
corruption in public institutions
and facilitates enhanced coor-
dination across relevant state
agencies.

E-justice and e-governance
innovations have been key tools
in Ukraine’s efforts to miti-
gate corruption risks, enhance
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High Anti-Corruption court building in Kiev, Ukraine.

interactions among state institu-
tions, and improve the qualityand
accessibility of services for citi-
zens and businesses. IDLO con-
tributed its expertise in shaping
these mechanisms by establishing
a legal framework for a modern,
efficient, and unified system of
electronic public registers.

In Moldova, we support the Inde-
pendent Anti-Corruption Advi-
sory Committee in establishing
its secretariat and facilitating
the work of its members, thus
strengthening the State’s anti-cor-
ruption architecture and deepen-
ingunderstanding of large-scale
corruption challenges.

Asameans to introduce interna-
tional and regional good prac-
tices promoting transparency,
accountability, and integrity of
public institutions, Honduras
turned to IDLO to help strengthen
the capacity of Honduran
anti-corruption mechanisms.

Investigation,
prosecution, adjudication
Rule of law interventions can be
essential elements to support
States in investigating, prosecut-
ing and adjudicating corruption
cases.
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As part of a comprehensive
approach to public sector reform,
IDLO has provided several coun-
tries with technical support to
aid in the selection of prosecu-
tors, judges, and investigators of
anti-corruption bodies. These
efforts have supported national
efforts to improve the integrity
and quality of key justice insti-
tutions, includingin Ukraine and
the Bahamas.

The Office of the Ombudsman
(OMB) in the Philippines has
an obligation to investigate
and prosecute allegations of
public sector corruption. Over
the past six years, IDLO has
supported the OMB through
capacity-building and institu-
tional support.

Asset Recovery

Following the establishment
of the Independent Authority
Against Corruption (IAAC), Mon-
golia has partnered with IDLO
to formalise its operational pro-
cesses through Standard Oper-
ating Procedures. Moreover, we
have conducted comprehensive
training programmes for IAAC
investigators to build skills in
international cooperation and
asset recovery.

In Somalia, IDLO supported the
Financial Regulatory Center,
responsible for financial investi-
gations in the country, in develop-
ing and enacting key regulations
and reporting tools for banks and
money transfer businesses to bet-
ter address shortcomings in the
sector.

Strong, effective,
Inclusive Institutions are
trusted institutions
Through all these initiatives,
it is critical to keep people and
their justice needs at the cen-
tre. By responding to people’s
needs and expectations through
effective, fair, and transparent
anti-corruption efforts, justice
institutions earn trust. They
also contribute to building
just and peaceful societies that
can thrive and develop. IDLO
remains committed to contin-
uing and expanding these pro-
gramming, as well as advancing
policy and advocacy initiatives
at the national and multilateral
level. We stand ready to provide
technical assistance to national
partners in collaboration with
key global stakeholders in this
important endeavor. B

Delveinto the details of IDLO’s anti-corruption
efforts over the past year.IDLO Annual
Report 2022is now available and provides a
comprehensive overview.
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aw IS the means, health

and justice are the ends

The progressive realization of the right to health is not only a legal obligation

enshrined in international human rights treaties. It is indispensable for human
well-being, just societies, and sustainable economies. Yet, delivering the right
to health is easier said than done.
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Two women receiving health treatment from a nurse at their home.
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One often overlooked but particularly effec-
tive tool to improve health outcomes is the
rule of law.

Well-designed legal frameworks, an effective
judiciary, and stronglegal capacity are build-
ingblocks that assist countries in confronting
health threats and fulfilling their populations’
health needs. At a broader level, the rule of
law is able to address factors that otherwise
can impact health, such as environmental
degradation, food insecurity, and harmful

products. Moreover, the rule of law provides
for more equitable responses to health chal-
lenges that disproportionately affect poor,
vulnerable, and marginalized groups.

The experience of the International Develop-
ment Law Organization (IDLO) illustrates that
States and other stakeholders can effectively
implement rule of law strategies to promote
better health outcomes and uphold the univer-
salright to health. Here are just two examples
to demonstrate this positive impact.

Legal and policy measures are essential
in promoting countries’ preparedness to
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prevent and respond to Public Health Emer-
gencies (PHE). COVID-19 demonstrated that
one of the major obstacles to States effectively
managing the pandemic was the inadequacy
oflegal instruments and legal capacity at the
domesticlevel. Ideally national laws and pol-
icies should:

— establish dedicated emergency centers
and institutions;

— define authorities, roles, and
responsibilities;

— ensure equal access to medical counter-
measures and products;

— setup processes and mechanisms for
access to justice and judicial review of
emergency measures; and

— promote effective communications,
among others.

Through its Pandemic Preparedness and
Response Project (PPRP)!, IDLO sup-
ported Zambia and Uganda to better align
their national laws and policies with the

International Health Regulations (IHR).
The PPRP project revealed the demand for
support, in particular to low and middle-in-
come countries (LMICs), to map national legal
frameworks, identify gaps, and provide tech-
nical assistance to enhance national legal pre-
paredness to PHEs. For example, the project
assisted Zambia to draft statutory instruments
(regulations) that delineate the leadership role
of the Zambia National Public Health Institute
to address PHE, thereby better preparing the
country to respond to future health threats.

Legal and policy measures are also cost-ef-
fective ways to tackle non-communicable
diseases, such as cancer, cardiovascular dis-
ease, respiratory diseases, and diabetes, which
are primary causes of premature mortality
and morbidity around the world, including
in LMICs. Since 2019, IDLO, the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the International
Development Research Centre (IDRC) have
jointly supported five countries (Bangladesh,

Kenya, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, and Uganda) to
strengthen their policies and regulations pro-
moting healthy diets and physical activity to
address NCDs risk factors.? The interventions
integrate capacity building, social mobili-
zation, and evidence generation to create a
conducive environment for policy and legal
reforms. In Tanzania, for instance, the success-
ful collaboration among government actors,
policy makers, civil society organizations,
researchers and academics resulted in the
National Physical Activity Guidelines, which
align the national standards with WHO global
guidance on physical activity. This has moved
the countryto undertake regulatory measures
that promote greater access to healthier diets
among the population, thereby advancing the
right to health, and related rights.

Effective laws, policies, and regulations can
help countries to safeguard and promote pub-
lic health and create equal opportunities for
all people to live healthy lives. IDLO’s